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® Rabindranath Tagore's Lectures Abroad :
A Ciritical Encounter

by Rita Banerjee 1195.00
Today's world has necessitated a re-examination of the values and
orientations, concepts and ideas that have been the building blocks of
civilization. While globalization has made rapid strides, sectarian
interests, questions concerning nation and nationalism, ethnicity and
identity politics today confront mankind. This book seeks to look at
these issues through the ideas presented by the Indian literature and
Nobel Laureate Rabindranath Tagore in the lectures and addresses he
gave in the course of his travels to the countries of Europe, America
and Asia. During these trips he gave lectures on a variety of subjects
ranging from religion and philosophy to politics and art. The present
study, based on the primary texts of Tagore and archival resources, is
an endeavour to re-read these lectures and addresses in order to
attempt a critical analysis of Tagore's ideas as they emerged in the
various phases of his foreign travels. Within the broad framework of
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the critique of colonialism and European modernity, Tagore's thoughts
on civilization, education, religion, environment as well as his social
and political ideas have been examined.

Contents: Preface; Introduction; Part One : The West—England.
The Americas: USA, Canada, South America. Western Europe : France,
Italy, Netherlands and Belgium. Central and Northern Europe : Germany,
Austria and Switzerland, Denmark, Sweden. Russia and Eastern Europe:
Russia, East and Central Europe. Part Two : The East : Japan, China,
South and South East Asia, Persia. Conclusion. Bibliography, Index.

About the author: Dr. Rita Banerjee is an independent researcher,
a political scientist by training. The focal theme of her research
concerns issues related to literature and culture. Her book entitled
Politics and Ideology in Some Representative Bengali Novels : 1930-
1950 (2007) has been widely acclaimed. She is Assistant Editor,
Socialist Perspective, a quarterly journal of social sciences, being
published from Kolkata since 1973.

® Re-Reading RAMMOHUN ROY

A 21st Century Perspective
Editor : Partha Pratim Basu 200.00

The 250th birth anniversary of Rammohun Roy would be celebrated in
2022, yet much of his views and ideas even today seem refreshingly
contemporary. He has been hailed by many, including Rabindranath
Tagore, as the harbinger of modernity in India with his footprints cover-
ing a huge chunk of the socio-cultural existence of our country. At the
same time, his legacy has been subjected to sharp denunciation in the
past by both nationalists and left radicals, and again by the neo-national-
ists of more recent vintage. In this backdrop, the present volume, seeks
to revisit various facets of his social, cultural and intellectual contribu-
tions — his take on modernity, economic ideas, religious vision, notion
of tolerance, cosmopolitan worldview — along with an assessment of
the arguments and controversies generated by his detractors.

® The Moments of Bengal Partition : Selections

from the Amrita Bazar Patrika, 1947-48 (2nd Print)

Comp. by Arun Ghosh 995.00
The compilation is a selections of editorial articles, news reports,
statements, letters to editor, etc. published in the Amrita Bazar Patrika,
a nationalist daily issued from Calcutta and Allahabad. The newspaper
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started its publication in 1891 and finally stopped publishing in
1996.

The present selections are on the issues relating to the Partition

of Bengal in 1947 and the period covered from April 1947 to November
1948. Although the Partition of Bengal became officially effective on
the 15th August 1947, the Patrika conducted a 'Gallop Poll' (i.e. a
swift opinion poll) among its readers seeking their very precise answer
to a question— "Do you want a separate homeland for Bengal Hindus?"
in ‘yes’ or ‘no’ term. The response was amazingly high being 98.3%
in support of the Partition. Hence, the relevant information culled
from the daily for the period already mentioned, when the trauma and
agony of the painful event reached at its highest stage.
The aim of the selections is to gather information about the situation
immediately prior to the Partition and the consequences of that as
reflected in a leading newspaper which was die only one conducted
an opinon poll on communal line immediately after the proposal of
the Partition came from the then British rulers.

The present volume would be considered useful to the researchers
in the field of social sciences and history, librarians, media persons,
individuals interested in information study.

Arun Ghosh (1933-2015) worked in the libraries of the Ramakrishna
Mission Institute of Culture (Kolkata), Indian Institute of Management,
Calcutta (Kolkata) and Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, Calcutta
(Kolkata). He retired as founder librarian of the CSSSC in 1993
working there for two decades. His other published compilations are—
Indian Political Movements 1919-1971 : A Systematic Bibliography
(1976); Agrarian Structure and Peasant Movements in Colonial and
Post-Independence India : An Annotated Bibliography (1990); Religion,
Secularism and Conversion in India: A Documentation (with A K
Dasgupta, 2010).

® In Search of a Dream 250.00

Arindam Datta

The sixties of the last century was a landmark in the history of student
movement in west bengal. In this book, the author tried to discuss the
student movement of West Bengal from 1960-72. The period 1960-72
was very eventful in the socio-political and cultural history of West
Bengal in general , and during this period the student movement in the
state had been passing through a critical juncture.
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@ Comintern and the Destiny of 895.00
Communism in India: 1919-1943

Dialectics of Real and a Possible History

Second Revised and Enlarged Edition

Sobhanlal Datta Gupta

After the opening of Moscow's Comintern archives and the archives of
the Communist Party of Great Britain in the 1990s, this is the first full
length study of the impact of the Communist International
(Comintern) on the shaping of Indian communism. Based on materials
collected from these once forbidden archives, the book also takes into
consideration the private papers of Horst Krueger in Berlin, a whole
range of inner- party documents and the new Comintern historiography
( primarily Russian and German, apart from English) that has developed
over the years. The book is the culmination of the author's research for
more than a decade on the shaping of communism in India in the Comintern
period. The Present edition of the book incorporates many new materials
which have come to the surface since the publication of the first edition
in 2006 and also introduces a comparative perspective, highlighting how
communism developed in the countries of the East, and examines how
the path chosen by the Indian communists was so different from that of
the Communist Parties in China, Vietnam, Indonesia and Korea, for
example. A Malayalam version of the first edition of the book, was
published in 2010. A German version of the present revised and enlarged
edition was published in 2012.

® The Socialist Vision and the Silenced Voices of
Democracy : New Perspectives. Part. I :

Rosa Luxemburg. 495.00

Sobhanlal Datta Gupta

This book, first in the series The Socialist Vision and the Silenced
Voices of Democracy, deals with Rosa Luxemburg (1871-1919), an
iconic figure of 20th century Marxism. The main focus of the book
is twofold ; first, steeped deeply in the classical Marxist tradition,
what was Rosa Luxemburg’s vision of revolutionary democracy, which
she combined with humanism, —a project that distinguished her from
many of the theoreticians and practitioners of mainstream Marxism.
Second, how, because of her unique understanding of the inseparable
connection between democracy, socialism and revolution, she was
marginalized and virtually hounded out of the circuit of international
communism a few years after her death. Following the end of the
Soviet era, Rosa Luxemburg has now emerged as a key figure in the
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Left circles across the globe. It is now admitted by many that her
alternative vision of democracy requires a fresh assessment in the light
of many new materials which were previously unknown. She is
increasingly emerging as a key figure who demands rethinking in the
present situation. Based on new materials, predominantly German,
very little of which is known to the English-speaking world till now,
this book is an invaluable study of Rosa Luxemburg in a completely
new perspective.

Sobhanlal Datta Gupta (1948-), former Surendra Nath Banerjee
Professor of Political Science, University of Calcutta, has an abiding
interest in the political and intellectual history of Marxism. Some of his
recent works include Comintern and the Destiny of Communism in India:
Dialectics of Real and Possible History (Kolkata: Seribaan,2006; revised
and enlarged edition in 2011) [A Malayalam version published in 2010
and a German version in 2013], The Riyutin Platform (Stalin and the
Crisis of Proletarian Dictatorship),(ed.)(Kolkata: Seribaan, 2010) and
Marxism in Dark Times: Select Essays for the New Century (Delhi,
London, New York: Anthem Press,2012). He is currently working on
Georg Lukacs and Nikolai Bukharin, the two remaining volumes of the
series The Socialist Vision and the Silenced Voices of Democracy.

® The Socialist Vision and the Silenced Voices of
Democracy : New Perspectives. Part 1II :
Nikolai Bukharin 495.00

Sobhanlal Datta Gupta

This book, second in the series The Socialist Vision and the
Silenced Voices of Democracy, deals with Nikolai Bukharin (1888-
1938), one of the key figures of the historic October Revolution
in Russia. Greatly admired by Lenin as the leading intellectual of
the Bolshevik Party and considered as one of the most
distinguished luminaries of the Soviet intelligentsia, Bukharin's
contribution to the understanding of Marxism as a political and
a philosophical doctrine has remained quite understated. His
rather complex intellectual journey from ultra leftism to a path of
moderation, through War Communism and NEP, has evoked many
controversies but his so-called 'right deviation' has hardly been
discussed in the proper context. Besides, many of his writings
have remained either unread or have been branded as exercises
in revisionism. His trial and execution in Stalin's Russia in 1938
legitimised this image of Bukharin in the mainstream Marxist
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circles. A reinterpretation of his writings, following the opening
of the Soviet archives, along with the discovery of his Prison
Manuscripts in the 1990s, presents a new understanding of
Bukharin, as distinct from the mainstream interpretations. This
book is an attempt to understand Bukharin as the exponent of
an alternative socialism, steeped in the spirit of democracy and
humanism, the prospects of which remained unexplored.

® The Ryutin Platform (2nd Print) 595.00
(Stalin and the Crisis of Proletarian Dictatorship)

Platform of the "Union of Marxists-Leninists"

Sobhanlal Datta Gupta (Ed.)

Translated by Pranab Ghosh from the original Russian text. This
is the first English translation of a document of great historical
importance, secretly prepared in 1932 by M. N. Ryutin (1890-
1937), a veteran Bolshevik, and his colleagues, under the aegis
of the “Union of Marxists -Leninist". The document, which is
a devastating critique of the Stalinist Model of Soviet Socialism
and highlights the importance of restoration of Leninist norms
in Soviet political life, is believed to have been clandestinely
circulated inside the Soviet Communist Party as an alternative
understanding of the problems of socialism in the USSR. With
the arrest and subsequent execution of Ryutin in 1937, the
"Ryutin Platform" went into oblivion, as the document was
confiscated by the Soviet intelligence authorities. After lying
hideen in the archives of the Soviet secret police (OGPU) for
decades as a top secret material without the knowledge of the
outside world, it was in 1990 that for the first time, as authorized
by the Central Committee of the CPSU, the full text of this
extremely sensitive document was published in Izvestiya TsK
KPSs (Nos. 8-12), the new official theoretical organ of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union. The archival text, which
is in the form of a brochure, comprises 194 pages and twelve
sections some of which read as : "Chance" and the Role of
Personality in History, Stalin as a Sophist; Stalin as leader and
thinker; Leninism and the struggle against Opportunism;
Leninism and Socialist Society; the Crisis of Comintern; the
Crisis of Proletarian Dictatorship; the Crisis of the Party; the
Crisis of the Soviets.
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The translation in English from the published Russian Text
in Izvestiya TsK KPSS has been done by Pranab Ghosh and
Susmita Bhattacharya, both are acknowledged Russian Language
expert of India. The Introduction, together with Notes based on
new findings on this document, following its publication, has
been written by Sobhanlal Datta Gupta, formerfy Surendra Nath
Banerjee Professor of Political Science, University of Calcutta.

@ Karl Marx Bicentennial (1818-2018)

Lectures by Sobhanlal Datta Gupta, Sourin Bhattacharya and
Sudipta Kaviraj 90.00
On the occasion of the bicentenary of the birth of Karl Marx
(1818-2018), in 2018-2019 three lectures were jointly organized by
Council for Political Studies and the Department of Political
Science, Presidency University. This monograph contains the
revised and expanded version of these lectures.

@ Rabindranath Tagore On Art Artists and Aesthetics

Edited by Supriya Roy 395.00
For Rabindranath, who was essentially a poet and artist, the
realization and the expression of beauty was the supreme
objective in human life. His concept of beauty, according to
Indian tradition, was inseparably connected with Truth and
Goodness. Whatever is true and noble in life, nature and art is
also beautiful. Thus, aesthetic sensitiveness, in the true sense,
is a fundamental aspect of spiritual life. A proper aesthetic culture
should also include the perception and expression of the
beautiful in human life and social conduct, as well as in art and
literature. Rabindranath stated in no uncertain terms that man's
sensory encounter with the environment was as important as his
mind's enquiry into its inner mystery, and any worthwhile society
should provide for both.

In this book, we have tried to put together his writings on
art in general, on his own art, on artists he encountered and on
his ideas of aesthetics. These writings are scattered in various
letters, in periodicals, in his travelogues, etc. Although he started
his artistic career rather late in life, he took a keen interest in art
and aesthetics from the beginning of his adolescence. He
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lamented to his nephew, Abanindranath, once: '...Our country
has no artistic atmosphere, there is no arterial link between our
social life and our art-for us art is a superficial thing, neither here
nor there; which is why you people can never derive your full
nourishment from indigenous sources. If you came here, you
would see how the Japanese race lives in the lap of art-every

aspect of its life is artistic.'

@ Nationalism in Bengal 1856-1912 395.00
A Study of Cultural Conflict towards British Racial Impositions
Kamala Sarkar

In the 1857 Rising the war seeds of a nation was sown. This
witnessed the fluctuating fortunes of the conqueror and the
vanquished, defiance of the sepoys and rage and revenge of the
white rulers. Being dreaded by the nightmare of lawlessness,
Bengalis, widely employed in official jobs across the northern
India, initially applauded the British victory. But the rulers became
more racist and their discriminatory attitude turned the egoistic
middle class Bengalis— a new brand of nationalism emerged. The
Bengali literary stalwarts ventured patriotic writings in vernacular
which was spread to the remotest corner through the Bengali
stage and folk entertainers. This book tells the narratives of this
cultural reversal.

® Democracy, Politics &Society
—in Contemporary India. 700.00

Ed. Harihar Bhattacharyya

More people live with electoral democracy in India than in Europe and
the US combined. If we are to understand democracy as a form of
government, with its successes and failures, its ability to create peace
and development or its ability to falter, create division and give rise to
majoritarianism, authoritarian leaders or identitarian movements, we
need to understand democracy in India. This intellectually engaging
collection of articles is a valued contribution to this endeavour because
it challenges us to investigate democracy as an ongoing process, its final
goal never defined. The collection has profound lessons not just for
understanding India’s democracy but for democracy, political legitimacy
and societal capacity world-wide.
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